
MMUSEUMM 2017 GRAND OPENING
New York City’s Mmuseumm Continues to Grow, Opening Annual Season of 18 New Exhibitions in 

“Mmuseumm Alley” as well as Tours at The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Skirball Cultural Center
in Los Angeles, and The Victoria & Albert Museum in London

NEW YORK (May 8, 2017) – Mmuseumm 1 is opening its fifth year of exhibitions on May 11, 2017 
alongside sister Mmuseumm  2, both located in Cortlandt Alley in New York City. Festive celebrations 
begin promptly at 7:00 p.m. and are free and open to the public. 

Using its signature curatorial style Object Journalism - a new technique recently coined by journalist Rob 
Walker to describe Mmuseumm’s original approach to curation - Mmuseumm explores the modern world, 
current events, and humanity through the exhibition of vernacular objects. Mmuseumm organizes public 
exhibitions in its growing network of unexpected locations – transforming spaces into beloved cultural 
destinations and touring original exhibitions to other international museums and cultural institutions.

Mmuseumm co-founder and curator Alex Kalman, is experimenting with the intersection of journalism 
and curation. “Mmuseumm exhibitions are meant to provide the public with a humanistic understanding of 
who we are and the world we are living in,” said Kalman. “The exhibitions use a wide variety of objects to 
create compelling narratives about the world today.” 

Along with the new 2017 season of exhibitions at Mmuseumm 1 and Mmuseumm 2, Sara Berman’s 
Closet a collaboration between writer and illustrator Maira Kalman and Alex Kalman originally organized 
at Mmuseumm in 2015, recently launched a world tour at The Metropolitan Museum of Art and is now 
on view through September 5, 2017. 

Future Aleppo by 14-year-old Syrian refugee Mohammed Qutaish originally organized at Mmuseumm in 
2016 will start its world tour on May 23 at Skirball Cultural Center in Los Angeles. Mohammed reimagined 
his hometown of war-torn Aleppo and built a 3-D paper model city complete with roads, helipads, bridges, 
solar panels and pools. His new city symbolized both optimism and perseverance during a time of 
tragedy. Following the Skirball Cultural Center, Future Aleppo will be on display at the Victoria & Albert 
Museum in London as part of the Future Design Exhibition from May 19, 2018 – November 4, 2018. 

Expanding on the concept of Object Journalism, Kalman has recently collaborated with The New York 
Times to publish Future Aleppo by Mohammed Qutaish as the first-ever, Op-Object – wherein thought 
provoking artifacts are presented to provide perspective and insight on current events and the modern 
world.

http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2017/sara-berman-closet
http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2017/sara-berman-closet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4_UJ2dHpbM
http://www.skirball.org/programs/installation/future-aleppo
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/17/opinion/sunday/future-aleppo-mohammed-qutaish.html?_r=0


Opening May 11th, Mmuseumm 1, located in a former freight elevator, includes 17 exhibitions using 
vernacular objects giving viewers the opportunity to examine and humanize multifaceted stories, including 
a few highlights:

• The Good, The Bad, The Ideal: from the collection of Jesse Krimes, samples of “perfect” 
pebbles wrapped in thread sourced from inmates in a maximum-security prison explore ideas 
relating to the formation of societal norms, value systems and broader hierarchical attempts to 
impose order on identity;

• Insect Chic: offering the same amount of complete protein as animal meat, entrepreneurs are 
packaging, branding, and marketing edible insects for the mainstream, including a chocolate 
“chirp” cookie and earthworm jerky;  

• Modern Religion: a collection of religious tokens from various practices around the world which 
have adapted to modern times in order to appeal to all (or more) members, including objects such 
as a gluten-free Holy Communion wafer; 

• Unintentional Villains: facsimiles of objects, such as a lava lamp or selfie stick, that 
unintentionally caused premature death; complemented by - 

• Unintentional Heroes: facsimiles of objects, such as an underwire bra and jellybeans that 
unintentionally prevented the premature deaths;
Why so Cheap?: an exploration of why specific items sold as discounted or free to the public are 
considered more or less valuable by consumers; 

• Also on exhibit at Mmuseumm 1 includes Data Design, Stationary Store Doodles, Weak 
Hands, Go Kit, ISIS Currency, Fake Fast Food Franchises of Iran, Donald Trump 
Merchandise, Personal Items of Immigration, The Cornflake Index, plus items from 
Mmuseumm’s permanent collection and more. 

Mmuseumm 2 hosts The Transparent Object from the archive of Cuban artist and designer, Ernesto 
Oroza. The Transparent Object uses over 50 homemade objects to explore how through creativity and 
cooperation, the people of Cuba repurposed objects and familiar materials into functional, everyday items 
during a time of severe scarcity of resources. Displayed on a multi-tiered rotating platform at Mmuseumm 
2, items are categorized into kitchenware, home goods, electronics and fashion. The “Transparent Object” 
exhibit at Mmuseumm 2 exemplifies creative solutions during Cuba’s international isolation and domestic 
shortages. 

“Mmuseumm is a gift to the public. With exhibitions open in an alley, at The Met, and soon in other 
countries while we also forming new and meaningful cultural partnerships – we are focused on 
developing compelling and original ways of storytelling,” said Kalman. “Figuring out how to grow 
Mmuseumm and work with other institutions to be more effective is an exciting challenge.” 

For more information, please visit mmuseumm.com.

###

About Mmuseumm
Launched in 2012, Mmuseumm is a new type of museum and a new model of curation, collecting modern 
artifacts and expanding in a network of unexpected locations. Mmuseumm welcomes visitors to view the 
new season, gift shop and café every Thursday and Friday from 6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and every Saturday 
and Sunday from 12:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.  Visible 24/7 though viewing windows and calling into the audio 
guide. $5 suggested donation for visitors.

Mmuseumm’s new curatorial approach has earned it esteemed recognition as an international cultural 
destination, including praise from MoMA’s Senior Curator in the Department of Architecture and 
Design Paola Antonelli stating Mmuseumm is, “my dream of the way I would like people to think about 
design,” while New Yorker staff writer Judith Thurman stated Mmuseumm, “specializes in poetically 
composed micro installations of prosaic objects.” T: The New York Times Style Magazine included 

http://www.jessekrimes.com/
http://www.mmuseumm.com/


Mmuseumm on The Cultivist’s “Top 12 International Hidden Art Gems,” and simply put, “curatorial genius” 
by Steve Heller at The Atlantic. Coining the phrase, “Object Journalism” as it applies to Mmuseumm, 
Design Observer’s Rob Walker sees Mmuseumm’s exhibitions to “both deepen and complicate the 
current moment. They certainly don’t tell us what to think. But they absolutely do tell us that thinking is 
what we should do.” Mmuseumm is a non-profit project, fiscally sponsored by Fractured Atlas and 
operated by What Studio? in New York City. 

mmuseumm.com 

For press information, please contact: 
press@mmuseumm.com 
Hi-Resolution Exhibition images available upon request.

Follow Mmuseumm: Twitter • Instagram
Call Mmuseumm’s Audio Guide: 1.888.763.8839  

http://www.whatstudio.xyz
http://www.mmuseumm.com/
mailto:press@mmuseumm.com
https://twitter.com/mmuseumm
https://www.instagram.com/mmuseumm/?hl=en

